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wrote, " we are glad to hear that all is well with
you and are pleased to let you know that all is well
with me too and your little sister pepita is well too
and so is carmen and your little brothers juanito
and carlo and felipe and quintin are also doing
fine and so are your friends pepe and antonio and
so is your girl rosita and all of them greet you."
Up to this point the letter was very clearly written.
Then a couple of lines were scratched out as if the
writer had hesitated what to write next. The letter
continued, " and we regret to have to write that
your mother is not so well because last week the
blackbirds came over our village and bombed us
and we all fled together in the fields, but your
mother ran back to save the cow in the byre and
when she got back to the field the blackbirds shot
with their machine-guns and they hit your mother
in the shoulder and your mother wants to know
whether the captain would approve if you could
come home for a few days on leave because she
suffers great pain but that if it is not possible it is
also all right because we are all suffering and strug-
gling together for the cause (por la causa) and
pepita and carmen and juanito and carlo and felipe
wish to greet you and your friends too and also
your girl and your father and mother embrace you
and wish you all good luck from your father

antonio."